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hoosing the perfect private or independent school for your chil
is an important and involved process—let us help you get starte
Hereynu’]lﬁndademiledaamylingnfmﬁaﬁmls roughou

accreditation acronyms on page 9) and tuition ranges for the 2010-2011

school year, Keep in mind that tuition prices are affected by a range of
| factors, so it's best to contact the school directly for the most accurate

estimates for your family. Not yet familiar with the metro Atlanta area?

most convenient to you.

ASK T HEEXPERT

See our handy private school map on page 26 to help locate the schools
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Tackling the School Tour

By Amy Selby

ing to move
your family to
Atlanta, one of the
most important
! decisions affecting
R your new address
pr is your child's edu-
f‘ ‘ *  cation. In this edu-
P } cation guide, you
Tim Callahan can see the mewo
area is home 1o a variety of education
options within both the public and private
school communities. Our expert, Tim
Callahan, is the director of membership
and publie relations for the |argest teacher
organization in Georgia, The Professional
Assoclation of Georgla Educators (PAGE)

I f yvou're prepar-
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provides professional leaming to enhance
the competency and confidence of teach-
ers, bulld leadership and increase student
achievernent. The organization works with
both private and public school educators
throughout the state.

in this interview, Callahan offers his exper-
tise on searching fior a new school and the
quality of education your children are sure to
receive in Atlarta.

What can you tell our readers about
the quality of schools in the metro area?

I think there are great schools Inthe
meto area in both the public and private
school communities—there’s no question.
Parents want their children to receive the
best education they can; in the metro area

they can expect to recalve just that Parernts
should be careful consumers of educational
services,

What are the best resources and
actions to take when searching fora
new school in Atlanta?

Parerts have eo many choices in the
meto area. You need to adopt the mindset
that you are a consumer. Research s a smart
way 1o begin your search, which can be
done from anywhere. The Georgia Indepen-
dent School Association’s website, gisa.ong,
can help you learn more about the private
schook in the area. You can also visit the
Georgla Department of Education's website,
doe k12 gaus, to see how public schoolk are
performing.



ARLINGTON CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Arlington Christian School is celebrating
over 50 years in quality education, prepar-
ing students for college and beyond. ACS
offers a K5 through grade 12 college prepa-
ratory program that incorparates a Christian
atmosphere into the leaming experience.
ACS offers strong spiritual, academic, fine
arts and athletic programs designed to
educate and develop the whaole child.
Location: Faitbum

Phone: (770) 964-9871

Web: adingtonchristian.org

Accreditations: SACS, GAC

Tultlon: 56,405-55,542

See g on page 8.

ATLANTA ACADEMY

The Atlanta Academy offers a structured,
nurturing environment with small classes,
assuring academic excellence for 3-year-
olds through 8th grade.

Location: Roswel|

Phome: (678) 461-6102

Web: atlantaacademy.com

Accreditetions: SACS/CAS|, GAC

Twiion: $7,180-311995

See ad on page 22

ATLANTA GIRLS” SCHOOL

Atlanta Girls' School offers a rigorous col-
lege preparatory cuniculum in a one-ta-one
Apple laptop environment. Academically-

talented girls in grades six through 12 leam
from the rich mix of cultures within the
school community. The curriculum includes
advanced placernent courses, independent
study, travel abroad, athletics and opportu-
nities for leadership and service.

Loeation: Buckhead

Phore: (404) B45-0900

Web: atlantagirlsschool.org

Accreditations: SACS/SAIS, GAC

Taition; Please call for 2010-2001 rates.

ATLANTA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Atlanta International School offers the In-
ternational Baccalaureate program o more
than 900 US. and international students
from 4-year-old kindergarten to grade 12.
By delivering a rigorous academic program
combined with world-dass standards in
language acquisition within an open-mind-
ed, intereultural epvironment, AlS prepares
students o succeed In a globally connected
world.

Loartion: Buckhead

Phore: (404) B41-3840

Web: aischool.org

Accreditations: CI5, 1B, SACS

Tuitlon: Grades Ka-4: $17,230; Grades 5-8-
518,715; Grades 9-12: 519,658

See adon poge 14,

ATLANTA SPEECH SCHOOL
Established in 1938, the Atlama Speech

Schoal 5 one of the Southeast's pldest

therapeutic educational centers for children
and adults with speech, hearing, language
or leaming disabilities, The school serves
mere than 400 students annually and
offers a variety of clinical and community
programs.

Location: Buckhead

Phone: (404) 233-5332

Web: atiantaspeechschool.org
Accreditations: Bright from the Start, GAC,
NAEYC, OPTION Schoals

Tudtion: Please call for 2010-2011 rates.

BEDFORD SCHOOL

Established in 1989, Bedford is a nine-
month day program specifically designed
to meet the needs of children with leaming
differences in grades 1-9. Bedford is the only
private schoal in south metro Atlanta that
specifically addresses bearning differences.
Location: Fairoum

Phone: (770) 774-8001

Wek: thebedfordschool.org

Accreditations: SACS, GAC

Tuttion: $15,350

BRANDON HALL

With its one-to-one and small group classes,
Brandon Hall pravides the lowest college
preparatory pupil-teacher ratio in the
southeast. An emphasis on multi-sensary
and differentiated insouction, applied study

The second step can be made while you
are looking for your new nelghborhood—
plan to visit a few schools. A school visit
can tell you a great deal of Information.

In some ways it's Iike [coking at poten-
t/al hormes. Check out the school’s curb
appeal. If you get out of your car and seg
that the lawn Is unkempt, the shrubs need
trimming and there’s litter, this says a lot
about the school. Next, check in with the
office. Are the office attendarts in service
rmode? Are you greeted In a friendly way?
You want a school that is visually and at-
titudinally positive.

How do teachers in Georgia compare
with teachers on a natfonal level?

We have wonderful teachers across
the state. | think when you visit a school
you should walk around and see what the
educational atmosphere Is llke. Talk to the
principal or headmaster to get a sense
of the preparation and the quality of the

staff. You also want 1o assess the principal’s
strength as an instructional leader. One
of the questions | would ask the principal
would be how budget cuts—an kssue seen
throughout the nation—affect his or her
ability to deliver instruction. I've been in
more than one thousand schools in many
states, and | know when | go Inte a school
with a positive principal who is a strong in-
structicnal leader that F'm in a good school,
If the front 2wn Is shablry, | doubt the
school has a strong leader or that good
things are going on. On your visit get a
sense of what's going on in the school halls.
Look for student artwork. Consider your visit
an audition for the school,

What are some important questions to
ask during a school visit?

I would suggest also talking o the princ-
pal about the school's disdplinary policy or
discipline coxde, Get 2 serse of the standard
of discipline for the schoal, any experiences

with discipline issues and how the school
handled the tssue.

if you're looking for a high school, ask
about the graduation rate and for SAT and
ACT scores. Ask about available Advanced
Placement courses. In elermentary and
middle schools, ask for CRCT scores. | would
also ook at national assessmeant scores on
the lowa Basic Skills test. Ask about the
schoaol's PTA and how active the associa-
tion is within the school.

With any schoal that you visit, ask about
the staff turmowver rate. A good school with
a good prindpal has a suppartive commu-
nity. Teachers don't want 1o keave. They stay
for a kong time, their entire career, if pos-
sible. The stabllity of the staff can tell you a
lot about a school,

If you do a good bit of research, you'll
be able to select a good school, There are
plenty of great schools In metro Atlanta,
within both the public and private school
communities, ]
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